Video Notes: Mankind: The Story of All of Us Episode 6 Survivors
· 1352 the Saharan desert held the key to mankind’s survival (heat) as the Black Death raged through Asia, Europe, and the Middle East. The Plague could not survive in the desert but the desert had other dangers like heat stroke and death.
· Salt from Africa was the key to preserving food, absorbing water and preventing bacteria. Access to salt determined who was successful.

· Millions of years ago the Sahara was a sea, leaving behind vast salt deposits. After mining the salt in the Sahara, they traded the salt in the cities of the Empire of Mali.

· Sandstorms were deadly because 70-mile per hour winds would force the sand into the air filling your lungs. Without shelter people died in sandstorms.

· In the cities of Mali, trade flourished. Salt was so valuable that it was traded for gold.

· Now gold must be mined underground but in Mali it was found in the Niger River.

· At that time, 2/3 of the world’s gold reserves were found in West Africa, turning Mali’s rulers rich, and funding schools like Timbuktu University (with 25,000 students and one of the greatest libraries in the world).

· This was Africa’s Golden Age. In the South was Zimbabwe a city of stone and site of legendary King Solomon’s Mines. Ethiopia was a great Christian empire. In the east was Golden Port of Kilwa one of Africa’s busiest ports.
· Ibn Battuta wrote the oldest account of Timbuktu.
· Africa gold was brought to Europe and became important in the development of Europe and exploration.
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· Silk from the Middle East, spices from India, and gold from Africa all converged in the trading city of Venice (a city of over 100 islands).

· Half of the population of Venice died in the plague, but 70-years later Venice was a land of opportunity. Banking and trade developed there. African gold was minted into Ducats (an international currency). Modern banking and loans developed in Venice.

· Lured by the wealth, many poor people went to Venice to commit crime and steal.

· The bankers of Europe were the ones who financed the Renaissance.

· The Renaissance was the greatest flourishing of learning and culture mankind has ever known.

· After the devastation of plague, the Renaissance was a rebirth of Europe.
· There was an explosion in art, architecture, palaces, culture, learning, schools, and academies. The art was bought for private collections but meant to last forever.
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· China was on the brink of a new rebirth after the invention of gunpowder.

· For 150 years the Mongols ruled China but after the plague in 1356 a revolution was hatched.

· Zhu Yuanzhang was born poor but aspired to greatness and wanted to overthrow the Mongols and rule China. The revolution that started in Nanjing was known as the Red Turban Revolt and was accomplished by a group of poor peasants.

· Mongols were experts with bows and arrows. The Red Turbans used gunpowder as an explosive.

· Zhu designs a gun that he calls human thunder (small stone projected with gun powder).

· The gun changed warfare forever throughout the world.

· Zhu saw the potential of the gun in overthrowing his enemies, which was the deadliest fighting force, the Mongols.

· 150 years after Genghis Khan invaded China, Zhu’s plan was to use the gun in defeating the Mongols.

· The early guns did not shoot accurately so Zhu’s solution was quantity over quality.

· Over the next 12 years the Chinese won. Zhu became emperor of the Chinese and his dynasty became known as the Ming Dynasty. They lived in the Forbidden City (took 1-million workers, 14-years to build) near the capital of Nanjing. The dynasty lasted for 300 years.

· The Great Wall of China, begun by emperor Qin, was also completed under the Ming Dynasty.
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· Another invention from China was perfected in Europe in 1450, which would change the world forever: the printing press.

· Johannes Gutenberg, a goldsmith, entrepreneur, and inventor, perfected the movable type printing press.

· Up until the printing press, books would have to be handwritten. A Bible took 3-years to write. Only the wealthy and the Church had books.

· Wood block printing was invented by the Chinese 700-years earlier.

· Gutenberg turned the printing press into an industrial business.

· Letters were carved into metal that could be moved around. To press the ink onto paper he used a modified wine press.

· Gutenberg invited an investor to see the press in action hoping the man would invest in it. The result was the transformation of writing forever.

· This invention began the information age.
· For an investment of 800 guilders ($1-million) the printing press went into production.

· Books could be now be made 2,000 times faster than before. 20-million were printed in 50-years.

· As knowledge began to spread, it became more available to many more people.
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· A book inspired a man to set out on a voyage of exploration that would change the world.

· Christopher Columbus was a man who would united a divided world. He believed that God saved him for a special purpose.

· He settled in Lisbon, Portugal and began his mission of sailing to Asia.

· Marco Polo’s book, The Wonders of the World, was Columbus’s inspiration. It was the story of a merchant who traveled through the Middle East and into China.

· Columbus wanted to become a wealthy aristocrat. With his brother (a mapmaker) they decided to head east by traveling west by sea.

· Mapmakers at the time did not know about the Americas but believed that the world was smaller than others believed and he would reach Asia.

· For a decade Columbus tried to find a nation to support him in his voyage and was turned down by Portugal, Venice, and Genoa.

· With the gun, the balance of power in Europe shifted. Within 40-years of its invention, the gun was in Europe.

· In 1486 in southern Spain, the Harquebus gun was used in revolution. The new guns were longer, more accurate, and had a trigger. The lit match cord was brought down into the primer to fire the gun.
· In 1486 the Spanish army fought to expel the Muslim Moors out of Southern Spain. For 700 years the Moors (Muslims from North Africa) ruled Spain. The Muslims created their own cities, cultures, and learning that preserved discoveries of the ancient world.

· Now Spanish armies tried to reclaim the land for Christianity. They pushed the Moors back to the last Muslim stronghold in Grenada.

· The Spanish General Fernando Gonzales de Cordoba led the final assault that removed the Moors from the Iberian Peninsula in 1492, making Spain a Christian land once again.

· The Reconquest of Spain was completed in 1492. This changed mankind as Ferdinand and Isabella united the peninsula.

· Christopher Columbus saw the Reconquest as an opportunity to capitalize on the excitement and begin a new adventure- to find a trade route to China. Now that Spain was finally victorious over the Moors, Ferdinand and Isabella agreed to fund Columbus’s voyage to China. This opened the new Age of Exploration.
1

